REMINISCENCES

Some malignant person took the trouble of referring to
the only available copy of the poem then to be got at,
the copy deposited in the British Museum, and in that
copy, lo and behold! were to be found the very lines
referred to by Bright, which Disraeli had conveniently
struct out of the later edition, the edition published in
order to prove that no such words had ever been written
by the author. The rediscovered passage was published
in ' The Morning Star/ and created first an immense
sensation, and then an outburst of universal laughter.
The whole incident would have severely damaged the
reputation of any other statesman than Mr. Disraeli -?-
but somehow the public did not take Disraeli quite
seriously; regarded the whole transaction only as one
other of Disraeli's clever devices, and allowed him to go
his way unrebuked.

Stansf eld returned to office in one of Gladstone's ad-
ministrations, and rose steadily in the estimation of the
House and the country. He had won his reputation, in
the first instance, merely as a brilliant orator, but he
soon acquired a new reputation as one of the most care-
ful and painstaking administrators ever found in the
public service of the country. Stansf eld, however,
always kept to certain ideas of his own, and sometimes,
I am afraid, embarrassed his chiefs by identifying him-
self with movements which, however honourable and
creditable in themselves, had not been stamped with the
approval of the leaders on either side of the House of
Commons. Stansfeld was in this way rather an incon-
venient man sometimes to the official chiefs of a party.
He was, above all things, a man of principle, and would
not make of himself a regular partisan, and he would
not allow certain questions to remain in abeyance until
the time should come when they might be pressed for-
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